THOUGHTS ON MORALS___

Matthew Arnold is responsible for the belief
that the Jews had a special genius for morality
and religion, and Huxley apparently accepted
the superstition.

"LIn the eighth century B.C., in the heart of a
world of idolatrous polytheists, the Hebrew
prophets put forth a conception of religion which
appears to be as wonderful an inspiration of
genius as the art of Pheidias, or the science of
Aristotle. 'And what does the Lord require of
thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to
walk humbly with thy God1."

To the great agnostic this seemed "the perfect
ideal of religion," the ultimate of human wisdom.
It would be easy, however, to prove that the ad'
monition was the personal utterance of some man
of extraordinary talent; for assuredly a "love of
mercy" was never a characteristic of the Jews.
But the soul of the counsel is intensely Hebraic;
it is all informed by fear, a dread of the Almighty,
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